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Boxall & Edmiston 20-BorE
Michael Yardley tests the latest over-and-under from this British maker and 
likes the solid feel and handling. He thinks it’s the firm’s most refined gun yet

this month we look at the 
latest gun from British 
gunmaker Boxall & 

Edmiston. it is a square-bar, 
20-bore over-and-under, 
distinguished by a deeply scroll-
engraved action with sideplates. 
it weighs 7lb and has 30in, 
teague-choked, monobloc 
barrels and an inertia-operated, 
non-selective single trigger. the 
gun has an elegant semi-pistol-
grip stock with a slim, rounded, 
field-style fore-end – all made 
from exhibition-grade walnut. 
the cost with the upgraded wood 
would be around £29,000. this 
is a significant sum but less than 
one would pay for most bespoke 
British over-and-unders.

Boxall & Edmiston (B&E) 
began in october 2009 – a 

barrel-making is done elsewhere. 
teague interchangeable chokes 
can be fitted if required. 
Everything is made in England.

actual crafting of the gun 
takes about eight months 
(waiting time is 16 months). Peter 
Boxall notes, “Every gun made is 
bespoke, i don’t think we have 
ever made a gun twice, other 
than pairs.” i asked what were 
the specific design challenges of 
the smaller bore. “We are striving 
to get the same strength and 
reliability of all components that 
we have in the larger guns,” he 
said. “We try to maintain the size 
of primary components as much 
as possible though they are 
contained in what is, in effect, a 
smaller box. Keeping the weight 
down is another goal, although 
this gun was deliberately made a 
little heavier. We can make a 
30in, 20-bore sideplate down to 
about 61⁄2lb and a round-action 
just over 6lb.”

the deep-scroll engraving 
that makes this gun stand out 
was designed by Chris thorpe, 
an artist who came to B&E in 
2010. the pattern is unique to the 
20-bore sideplated model. it is 
applied by laser although 
without the aid of a magnifying 
glass most would think it cut by 
hand. it is not as quick a process 
as some might think. it can take a 
week to a fortnight. this is, 
roughly speaking, about a quarter 
of the time hand-engraving 
would take but a highly skilled 
operator and £200,000 worth  
of hi-tech equipment must be 
included in the equation. 

the manufacturing operation 
at the shropshire factory has 
been considerably refined. Peter 
and drew Boxall (Peter’s son) 
dedicate themselves to machined 
component production. the 
factory has a five-axes CnC 
miller, on which most of the 
complex components are made, 
and a four-axes wire cutter, 
which is used for springs and 
more intricate parts. Each gun 
calls on hi-tech engineering skills 
for the initial machining (creating 
a kit of precision parts, including 
wood), actioning, engraving, 
stocking and finishing. the 

partnership between Peter 
Boxall (late of holland & holland 
and Jaguar cars) and 
entrepreneur James Edmiston.

i took a proposal to them for a 
new stack-barrelled gun in 2011. 
a combination of this and 
further work by Peter Boxall and 
me led to a 12-bore prototype 
and, subsequently, both round- 
and square-bar production guns. 
the company has expanded and 
is, by any standard, an English 
gunmaking success story; 11 now 
work for the firm, including an 
apprentice. the first round-bar 
20-bore appeared last year. it 
was a scaled-down version of the 
12-bore with a new, non-selective, 
trigger (the firing order may be 
specified before metal is cut; the 
test gun fires top barrel first).

For more gun reviews go to  
www.thefield.co.uk.

Clockwise from below: the laser 
engraving looks like hand-work; 
square-bar action; top lever and 
safety; and non-selective trigger

Price circa £29,000 incl VAT
From Boxall & Edmiston,
Shropshire SY4 4UG 
Tel 01743 762352
www.boxallandedmiston.
co.uk
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TeChniCal daTa
The test gun has bifurcated lump 

barrels resting upon trunnions in 

much the same manner as a 

Woodward or Perazzi. V-springs 

power the action with consequent 

rapid lock times. Firing pins are only 

slightly angled, maintaining 

maximum striker energy and 

efficiency. Cocking limbs run in 

their own slots housed in the action 

bottom. This arrangement allows 

for a solid, strong floor to the action. 

All the square-bar, sideplated guns 

equipped with multi-chokes are 

steel proofed at 1270 BAR and 

marked SUP (Superior) with fleur-

de-lis marks.

The recoil-activated trigger 

mechanism has the usual bob 

weight to the rear of the trigger. The 

pulls, usually set at about 4lb, have 

reduced travel and feel particularly 

crisp. The ejector system has coil 

springs housed in the barrel lumps. 

The extractors slide in dovetail 

channels. They are released by a 

trip in the fore-end, itself activated 

by the cocking limb (which also 

cocks the mainspring on its 

backward stroke). Their action is 

powerful and well timed.

ShooTing 
iMpreSSionS
I shot the gun on a variety of 

simulated game targets at Fennes 

Shooting School. I liked the way it 

handled with an ergonomically 

efficient stock and longer barrels 

with slightly forward balance. I put 

in half and half chokes and the kills 

inspired confidence. I missed a 

couple of targets adapting to a new 

gun but then little passed by. As 

well as good pulls, the gun had a 

slim trigger blade, which pleased; 

likewise the solid, tapered sighting 

rib. Felt recoil with test 21g loads 

was low. The stock dimensions 

(bespoke for another but suiting 

me well) were 151⁄16in for length, 

drop at 11⁄2in and 21⁄4in and cast-off 
1⁄4in at heel and 3⁄8in at toe 

(recognised as the work of Chris 

Bird at Holland & Holland). 

Altogether a fine little gun, the best-

shooting and most refined Boxall & 

Edmiston yet tested. A 28-bore is 

planned; 16-bores are in production.
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