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pistol grip, pommel grip (or bag grip), 
straight hand and Prince of Wales. 
Each has its benefits and a gun-
fitting session or chat with a qualified 
shooting instructor will help identify 
the style for you. Ultimately it’s going 
to come down to a combination 
of what feels most comfortable and 
what you shoot best with.

For some shooters a Schnabel fore-
end is beneficial as the lip at the end 
offers a reference point for the pointed 
finger. Again, it’s a matter of personal 
preference, which is what the virtual 
gun builder is all about.

A single selective trigger means the 
shooter can select which barrel will 

fire first using the thumb piece or 
other device. A non-selective trigger 
means you can choose which barrel 
fires first when you commission the 
gun. With double triggers you can 
also dictate which barrel is fired 

A bespoke gun and the 
benefits it offers can be 
hard to explain, particularly 
when you consider 

the number of options available. 
At present, the Boxall & Edmiston 
square-sideplated over-under can be 
configured to a rather bewildering 42 
million different combinations, not 
including stock dimensions and some 
of the more complex options.

This level of customisation can 
clearly be a little daunting, so the 
innovative new British gunmaker has 
created an online tool to help those 
considering purchasing a new gun, 
whether it’s a Boxall & Edmiston 
or something else, and allow them 
to better understand the benefits of 
certain features.

The ‘gun builder’ is an online tool 
that allows users to configure a gun 
on screen, with explanations of the 
benefits of each feature. You can 
then view the customised gun from 
different angles, with information such 
as price and predicted weight updated 
as you go along. The text for each 
feature was written in conjunction 
with Peter Harris, one of the UK’s 
most experienced shooting instructors, 
and is being added to regularly. 

This 21st century development 
in the way we can select and buy 
our sporting shotguns represents a 
welcome step forward in what is a very 
traditional industry. After all, these guns 
cost a lot of money so why shouldn’t 
we be more involved in selecting 
exactly what we want?

Fit for purpose?
The main thing to consider when 
buying or commissioning a gun is 
what you will use it for. A shooter’s 
chosen pursuit will dictate most of the 
features. For instance, a clay shooter is 
likely to want a 12-bore with 28-32” 
barrels, Teague multi-chokes, a selective 
safety thumb piece, a pistol grip stock 
to their dimensions and a fairly heavy 
weight to reduce recoil (around 8lbs). 

Meanwhile, a game shooter moving 
from a side-by-side to an over-under 
will be likely to commission a 12- or 
20-bore with a fitted pommel grip or 
straight-hand stock, a double trigger 
and 28-32” barrels depending on 
the shoots they frequent. They will 
probably want Teague multi-chokes 
and a weight of no more than 7lbs. 

These configurations could easily 
be created when commissioning a 
bespoke item, but finding an existing 
gun to the same specification at your 
local gun shop or online with your 
stock measurements will inevitably 
be more tricky. People often buy a 
gun that is not ideal and then spend 
thousands to make it fit for purpose. 
But obviously buying a gun that has 
been made to fit you and for the 
shooting you enjoy will avoid this 
tedious and expensive process. 

Choices, choices, choices
When it comes to barrel length, the 
standard range is 26-32” and it’s a 
common belief that the longer the 
barrels the further the gun’s shot 
pattern will remain intact. Although 
this is true to a point, good chokes 
such as Teague multi-chokes and high 
quality barrels with features like longer 
forcing cones are more important. 

When it comes to chokes, Teague 
has cornered the market and its multi-
chokes are recommended by Boxall 
& Edmiston, along with most other 
makers. They offer real versatility and if 
steel shot is introduced, you’re covered. 
Steel-proofing is a bespoke option if 
Teague chokes are used. 

There are many different stock 
options and the most common are 

by the front or rear trigger when 
commissioning a gun. The trigger 
configuration is generally guided 
by what the shooter has become 
accustomed to, for instance those  
used to side-by-sides generally stick  
to double triggers. But shooters  
who have grown up with an over-
under often find double triggers a  
bit of a challenge.

The list of other options available 
is almost endless and includes features 
such as safety thumb piece style, 
auto or non-auto safe, game scene 
of bespoke vignette engraving styles, 
trigger guards, gold inlay, engraved 
ovals and many more. 

For more information on this useful  
and enjoyable new tool, visit  
boxallandedmiston.co.uk/gunbuilder

The online gun builder is an important  

step into the 21st century for the  

traditional gunmaking trade.

The online tool allows you to choose everything you want, including the long tang on this gun.

Gold inlay is just one of the aesthetic options available.

Would you choose a double 

trigger or a single? The online 

tool allows you to visualise every 

possibility before diving in.

“You can view  
the customised 

gun online from  
different angles.”

Build your own 
virtual gun

An online tool has been launched that allows you to choose every part of a 
new gun from the comfort of your own home, and it’s a lot of fun too…

It’s not for everyone but some shooters find 

a Schnabel fore-end useful.

Many engraving patterns can be selected.


