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FEATURE

SHOOTING

he parentage of British 
gunmakers Boxall & Edmiston 
(B&E) has pedigree. Peter 
Boxall was the manufacturing 

director of Holland & Holland while I 
made thousands of military small-arms at 
the Sterling Armament Company Ltd. In 
deference to Peter’s staunch loyalty to H&H, 
it is never mentioned that I was proposed 
for the Gunmakers’ Livery by the late Harry 
Lawrence, the boss of James Purdey & Sons.

Hence B&E’s goal as a wholly-owned 
British company is to make the very fi nest 
sporting guns entirely in the UK. From a 
combination of state-of-the-art machine-
tools, an enthusiastic workforce, and using 
the trade’s best specialists, B&E has won 
accolades from customers who realise that 
they have acquired not only a supremely 
well-balanced and fi nely fi nished ‘fowling 
piece, but also a fi nancial investment.

Peter Boxall is not only a superb 
production engineer, but also a superb 
shot, and a designer with an encyclopaedic 
knowledge of fi rearms. I like to think I am a 
patient investor. with a lifetime’s experience 
of the gun trade both at home and overseas.

The fi rst guns made by the company 
were side-by-sides. The decision to make 
them was initiated by our personal 
preference, and the shooting public was 
pleasantly surprised by the quality of 
the product. There followed a wave of 
encouragement for the company to grow 
the product range. One celebrated gun 
writer, tilting his trilby, posed a direct 

question: “Why on earth don’t you make 
a game o/u?” Grudgingly, B&E acceded 
to his wish. The writer had, somewhat 
characteristically, planted his seed, and nine 
months later, the o/u was born.

The only item that is not sourced in the 
UK is the block of raw walnut that is crafted 
into the fi nished stock and fore-end. From 
his experience in buying the wood for 
H&H, Peter has kept up with his contacts 
who are accredited suppliers of the very 
best that our friends in Turkey can grow.

Side-by-side shotguns are made in 12 and 
soon 20 bore, and come in boxlock, side-
plated boxlock, and sidelock actions. Over-
and-unders are made in 12, 16, and 20 bore, 
both in round action and square bodied. 
A 28 bore is in the course of creation.

The company’s website has a facility 
for building up a new gun with the exact 
specifi cation required and prices for the 
various options. (www.boxallandedmiston.
co.uk ). It is an extremely entertaining 
pastime that has been dreamed up by Drew, 
son of Peter, who is keen to see modern 
technology enhance this heritage brand.

The company can make anything within 
a certain size envelope. For example, 
a working model of a wave-powered 
generator was made for the submission of 
a green power project to the government. 
Other items include knives, pangas, fi shing 
reels, coinage, even wooden boxes.

What will the company come up with 
next? As mentioned, a new design of a 
28 bore o/u is underway, hopefully for 
launch at the CLA Game Fair. A question 
often asked is, “Why does B&E not make a 
sidelock o/u?” Although it could be done, 
there is little point as the lock time could 
not be improved as on a side-by-side. This is 
simply because of the more distant relative 
position of barrels and action in an o/u.

B&E actions have been used to produce 
double rifl es. The rifl e market, for both 
doubles and bolt actions, is appealing and 
well within the manufacturing capabilities, 

but at the moment there is an extensive 
order book for shotguns, which is the 
priority. No serious attempt to export has 
yet been made. Theoretically, the output 
of shotguns could be increased with more 
machines and more skilled staff, but the 
major concern would be the maintaining 
of strict quality standards. Also, other new 
gun products can only be considered if the 
quality proviso is adhered to. Quality over 
quantity may not be the most profi table 
short term fi x, but since the company has 
strong traditional values, the intention is to 
be around for a long time to come. 

Of course, a self-congratulatory account of 
our company’s progress is not intended. B&E 
welcomes helpful suggestions from both 
customers and the trade, and we are keen 
to foster a closer relationship with the latter. 
B&E is already proud to make parts for some 
of the other makers in the spirit of national 
collaboration, and would like to court a 
closer working tie with the trade in general.

All British gun manufacturers should
be mutually supportive in order to 
strengthen the gun trade and continue 
skills training. Britain still makes the best 
in this fi eld, but press, trade, and gun 
makers must stand fi rmly together against 
the various forms of bureaucracy that 
plague manufacturing and sport-shooting 
in particular. It is this trend that has 
historically decimated the industry.

A dedicated preparedness to go to the 
limits, or Pro Patria Mori, as they say, is the 
pathway to enduring success. ●

T

Boxall & Edmiston
– a British business 

aiming high
➺ J A M E S  E D M I S T O N ,  co-founder of gunmakers 
Boxall & Edmiston, introduces the company which 
displays a passion for the art of British gunmaking. 

The Countryside Alliance ran a 

popular gun draw with Boxall & 

Edmiston in 2014 to win a gun 

worth over £20,000. The draw 

winner, Dr Wilson, has visited the 

factory, chosen his bespoke gun 

design and we will follow his story 

in the next issue.Peter Boxall and 
James Edmiston
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